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MINUTES OF THE STRATFORD COAL COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
Wednesday 29th February 2012 

 
Attendees: 
Milton Morris AO  CCC Chairman  Norm Bignall  CCC Member 
Kevin Lowrey   CCC Member  Anthony Berecry CCC Member  
Cr Jim Henderson  CCC Member  Cr Tony Tersteeg CCC Member  
Philip Greenwood  CCC Member  Richard Clarke  CCC Member 
Mike Smith      Gloucester Coal Ltd (GCL) Rachael Windrum Gloucester Coal Ltd (GCL)  
Tony Dwyer      Gloucester Coal Ltd (GCL)    Mark Jacobs     Gloucester Coal Ltd (GCL) 
Peter Cribb    GCL Consultant 
 
1. Welcome and Apologies: 
The Chairman opened the meeting at 1pm prior to the site inspection with a welcome by the 
Chairman.   
Apologies: Mr Keith Latham 
 
The Committee agreed for the Chairman to extend best wishes to Mr Latham for a speedy and full 
recovery. 
 
The Chairman welcomed Mr Jacobs, GCL’s General Manager, Environment and Community 
Relations, to the meeting. 
 
2. Site Visit 
The site visit included inspections at: 

 Roseville Pit lookout – including views of the proposed extent of the Roseville West 
Extension Open Pit; 

 the recent overburden dump area overlooking the Stratford Main Pit – including views of the 
proposed extent of the Avon North Open Pit; 

 a point immediately south of the Stratford East Dam  - including views of the proposed 
extent of the Stratford East Open Pit. 

 
3. Declaration of Pecuniary and Non-Pecuniary Interests 
Nil. 
 
4. Confirmation of Minutes of meeting held 01 December 2011: 
K Lowrey noted that the minutes did not include a request by Mr Latham in previous meetings for 
duplicate sampling of the reject beach in Stratford Main Pit.  It was agreed that details of the request 
would be clarified upon Mr Latham’s return. 
 
1. Action Item: Clarify Mr Latham’s duplicate Main Pit rejects sampling request at the next meeting. 
 
The committee agreed with Mr Greenwood’s suggestion that action items from meetings be 
summarised and reviewed before the close of a meeting as well as being noted during the following 
meeting and its Agenda.   
 
Minutes of the meeting 01/12/11 confirmed. 
 
5. Business Arising from 25 October 2011 Meeting: 



 

Page 2 of 6 
 

First Action Item: GCL has applied for a renewal of the EL6904 exploration licence and noted that the 
licence continues in force until approval is received.  GCL believed the renewal was for a period of 
2yrs. 
 
Second Action Item: GCL confirmed that the new Community Hotline Phone number, as conveyed to 
members by email on 02/12/11 is 1300 658 239.  Community feedback shows that people are 
prepared to use this number. 
 
Mr Lowrey advised that feedback on complaints is not always being received.  GCL confirmed its 
intention to provide prompt feedback to callers in response to their concern, and to provide a 
resolution where possible. 
 
Third Action Item: Completed as agreed. 
 
Fourth Action Item:  Completed as agreed. 
 
Fifth Action Item: Completed as agreed 
 
Sixth Action Items: GCL does now include weather condition information in the Complaint Register 
where relevant to the nature of the complaint. 
 
Seventh Action Item:  
Mr Lowrey enquired about the responses to previous dust issues associated with mining operations 
(including drilling, blasting and mine traffic).   
GCL advised that, as identified during the site tour, the in-pit drill now has a new dust collection 
system in place to achieve better dust controls.  GCL also advised that an investigation showed that 
there were no criteria exceedances from dust generation after a particular blast Mr Lowrey had 
questioned, and that wind direction etc was considered in the investigation.  Lastly, GCL advised that 
investigations into dust generation on the day of a photograph Mr Lowrey had presented at the last 
meeting revealed that the source of dust was most likely to have been from haul road traffic 
although no criteria exceedances had been recorded.    
Mr Lowrey commented that it would be good for callers to receive that feedback. 
 
Eighth Action Item: 
GCL believes it would be beneficial for the funding to be spent in the local area but it is Council’s 
decision where the funds are spent.  The level of Community Education Funding is currently 
determined in a Duralie Approval which nominates a sum of money. GCL is unaware whether Council 
augments this fund from other sources or contributions.  
 
6. Correspondence 
The Chairman advised there was no correspondence to consider. 
 
7. Company Reports and Overview of Activities 
a) Mr Smith provided an overview of operations since the last meeting.  He also advised that Duralie 
Coal Mine has lodged an application to modify the approved Duralie shuttle train operating hours to 
run between 6:00am and 1:00am.  Mr Smith confirmed that quieter locomotives and wagons have 
now been deployed.  He confirmed that there is no proposed amendment to annual ROM tonnage 
mined, average number of trains per annum or peak number of trains per day.  . 
 
Mr Lowrey enquired if additional sound mitigation works on the rail area would be done before an 
extension to railing hours started.  GCL advised that, if approval was granted, the company would 
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commence railing under the new conditions straight away - the noise mitigation works are being 
completed in accordance with the existing consent conditions, regardless of any change to railing 
hours. 
 
Mr Henderson enquired about how GCL’s railings would be impacted by additional railing from a 
proposed coal operation in the Gloucester area.  GCL advised that this would increase congestion on 
the line and would likely reduce the number of rail paths available to GCL.  GCL advised that the 
government would need to consider the travel path availability in assessing any new applications.  
GCL advised that, whilst passing bays on rail lines would help, ARTC has advised that it is not 
currently considering any new ones between Stratford and Duralie.   
 
Mr Henderson enquired if GCL had purchased any properties since the last meeting, and GCL advised 
3 properties were purchased in the Stratford area (and total for the Gloucester Basin) since last 
meeting. 
 
b) Environmental Monitoring Report 
Mr Dwyer provided comment & overview of the presentation. 
 
Electrical Conductivity – Avon River/Avondale Creek 
Mr Bignall asked why a large difference between results of W1 & W2 samples in January. Mr Dwyer 
noted that W5 & W6 contribute to W2 results (Avondale catchment).  Mr Bignall would like results 
of site W4 included in the report, and GCL agreed to provide that information. 
 
2. Action Item: GCL to include results of site W4 in the EC graph of Avon River/Avondale Creek 
 
Stratford Main Pit – water pH 
Mr Henderson asked if the water quality in the Main Dam and Return Water Dam are generally 
same.  Mr Dwyer advised that the dams are part of a circuit of water and therefore one would 
expect water quality in those dams to be very similar. 
 
Extract of Noise Report for October 2011 
Mr Dwyer provided comment on the summary of December 2012 (quarterly) noise survey results.  
The results showed that the operations complied with the conditions of approval. 
 
The acoustic report identified a single daytime noise excursion at one monitoring location (GCL-
owned residence on SW corner of Stratford village).  GCL’s acoustic consultant reviewed monitoring 
data from that location for previous 2 yrs, which showed no similar excursion.  On that basis, the 
engineers confirmed that this was not a systemic breach of the noise criteria of the Project Approval 
and Environmental Protection Licences.  Nonetheless, GCL has commissioned additional monitoring 
at the location, including real time noise logging over a 3 day survey period to confirm that this was 
not a systemic result.  Results of this further investigation will be provided at the next CCC meeting. 
 
Mr Greenwood asked what the noise was attributed to and was advised that the noise was mining 
noise (excavator, truck) rather than noise attributed to the CHPP or blasting.  GCL confirmed the 
location of the monitor on the monitoring plan.  Mr Greenwood & Mr Dwyer noted that, to the best 
of their knowledge, this is the first occasion that monitoring had recorded any excursions. 
 
Environmental Project Updates 
Pollution Reduction Programme assessment – GCL is one of 9 operations in NSW undertaking the 
assessment.  The assessment requires identification of 4 highest contributors to pollution, and this 
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has been posted on the GCL website.  Mr Dwyer commented on the results and noted that this is 
part of a “continuous improvement” program.   
 
Mr Henderson asked if the biological surveys in Avondale Creek etc, show what the impacts have 
been over time.   Mr Dwyer responded that regular macro-invertebrate assessments have been 
conducted, and that these provide an insight into the ecosystem health.   
 
Mr Bignall commented that he believes the water quality has become much better over time.   
GCL’s Consultant advised that GCL will be providing this data in the EIS being compiled for the 
Stratford Extension Project. 
 
3. Action Item: GCL to provide a package/presentation of key water system monitoring data for 
Avondale/Avon systems. 
 
Dust monitoring 
Real time dust monitoring (PM10 & PM2.5) to commence in March 2012 in Stratford village. 
 
Weed control 
GCL confirmed that Lessees of GCL land are responsible for controlling weeds, however GCL has 
provided assistance on occasion.   
The committee commented that Giant Parramatta Grass and other noxious weeds are a major 
concern , noting vehicles as seed transfer methods.  Mr Dwyer noted that GCL has a weed control 
procedure in place in respect of its exploration activities.  It was also recognised that, on occasion, 
GCL has purchased property from owners who have allowed weed infestation to occur.    
Mr Jacobs advised the committee that GCL recognises an opportunity to improve its land 
management.  As a result, GCL has appointed a management consultant to review and make 
recommendations on a suitable property management strategy.  
 
Mr Greenwood suggested GCL complete a weed assessment of its landholdings in order to manage 
the situation appropriately. 
 
Wild Dog Trapping 
Mr Dwyer commented on the success of the recent and longer term projects.   
Mr Greenwood complimented GCL and its environmental officer in achieving results, noting the 
usefulness of the trapping as complementary control method to baiting. 
 
Lighting 
In response to a query by Mr Lowrey, the status of improvements to night lighting will be re-
introduced into the environmental projects report. 
 
4. Action Item: GCL to provide the status of night lighting improvements in the environmental 
projects report. 
 
 
c) Community Complaints & Response 
Ms Windrum commented on complaints received for the period.  
Mr Greenwood commented that “train” complaints dropped off after June/July and enquired about 
installation date of the quieter train locomotives.  GCL noted train locomotives were changed late 
2011, and that GCL’s purchase of property from a previous complainant in a noise affectation zone 
would have contributed to a decrease in noise complaints. 
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d) Stratford Mining Complex – Rehabilitation Management Plan 
Mr Dwyer noted that the CCC was provided the Plan as a noted consultee.  He provided an overview 
of the content of the Plan and noted that the plan refers to currently approved operations.  This 
Rehabilitation Management Plan will be modified if/when future projects are approved. 
Further to a query by Mr Henderson, there was a discussion regarding timing of use of Co-disposal 
material and rehabilitation of that area if the proposed Stratford Extension Project is approved. 
 
Mr Dwyer briefed the committee on the Co-disposal area. 
 
Mr Clarke noted that the Rehabilitation Management Plan does not discuss replacement of the 
physical infrastructure which may have been there before (particularly roads), and asked if there was 
a plan to re-establish that physical infrastructure. 
Mr Dwyer advised that the focus of this type of plan is landforms rather than infrastructure, 
however the existing registered roads will remain as registered roads.  
Mr Clarke suggested that, with reference to the infrastructure, options should not be closed. 
 
There was discussion about closure of “paper”, or unformed, roads through GCL-owned property 
and former uses of those roads. 
 
e) Stratford Extension Project Update 
GCL provided the committee with a Community Information flyer sent to Stratford and Craven 
residents this week, providing further information on the proposed Stratford Extension Project and 
information about Community Information Sessions to be held in Stratford village Hall. 
 
Mr Lowrey raised heightened concerns of Stratford residents, with regard to blasting effects, closer 
to Stratford village. 
 
GCL’s Consultant responded that it is recognised that Roseville West Extension will be in closer 
proximity to Stratford Village, and because of that, the SEP proposes smaller Maximum 
Instantaneous Charge size on each blast.  This proposal is predicted to meet the reporting criteria, 
and there are other measures that can reduce blasting impacts. 
 
Pre-blast notification to residents was discussed, and whilst it was agreed that this was not a 
solution to community concerns in itself, it would be helpful for GCL to investigate methods of 
better informing people of proposed blasting activities. 
 
5. Action Item: GCL to investigate methods of informing a wider number of people about proposed 
blasting activities 
 
The majority of the Community representatives of this committee expressed their opposition to 
mining any closer to Stratford village than it already is, based on current experience. 
 
6. Action Item: GCL representatives will address blasting mitigation measures in their Environmental 
Impact Statement for Stratford Extension Project, and will report on that at the next meeting. 
 
f) Mr Clarke notified the committee about what he believes is an old boiler; a significant historical 
item on a property recently purchased from Burns.  Mr Clarke asked if GCL would consider what 
should happen to the boiler and if a conservation plan would be developed to preserve it.   
 
7. Action Item: GCL representative will confer with Mr Clarke about the item noted on ex-Burns 
property and report back at the next meeting. 
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g) Mr Clarke enquired about use of gelatine products in drilling fluid and raised concerns about the 
potential for introduction of BSE (“mad cow disease”) as a result of the use of industrial gelatine.  Mr 
Clarke asked if GCL could look at the protocols for use of gelatine or alternatives.  He believes the 
risk is very low, but that the matter should be considered. 
 
8. Action Item: GCL would look at protocols of use of industrial grade gelatine in drilling fluids and 
whether any change should be implemented in the use of this material 
 
Mr Henderson had difficulty understanding how, in the process of manufacturing gelatine, any 
disease-rendering organisms could be a threat. 
Mr Clarke responded that the US Food and Drug Administration placed caution on that.  Mr Clarke 
left information with the Chairman. 
 
h) Mr Henderson would like an update on the number of employees who live in Gloucester Shire. 
 
9. Action Item: GCL to provide the number of employees (from Stratford & Duralie Operations) who 
reside in Gloucester Shire. 
 
i) Mr Smith advised of a recent trespass onto GCL land and into active mining operations, where the 
trespassers undertook certain activities including tampering with equipment.  Mr Smith advised that 
GCL notified the relevant authorities, and that its greatest concern was for the safety of the people.  
Mr Smith advised the committee that members of the public should not, under any circumstances, 
access mine property without appropriate authorisation from GCL.     
 
Mr Tersteeg advised that as a member of Council, the Barrington-Gloucester-Stroud Preservation 
Alliance and various other groups, no-one at any one of these groups condones this type of activity. 
 
8. Next Meeting Date 
The next meeting to be held at 1pm Wednesday 13th June 2012. 
 
 
Meeting closed 4:34pm 
 
Summary of Action Items from this meeting: 

1. Clarify Mr Latham’s duplicate sampling request at the next meeting 
2. GCL to include results of site W4 in the EC graph of Avon River/Avondale Creek 
3. GCL to provide a package/presentation of key water system monitoring data for 

Avondale/Avon systems. 
4. GCL to provide the status of night lighting improvements in the environmental projects 

report. 
5. GCL to investigate methods of informing a wider number of people about proposed blasting 

activities 
6. GCL representatives will address blasting mitigation measures in their Environmental Impact 

Statement for Stratford Extension Project, and will report on that at the next meeting. 
7. GCL representative will confer with Mr Clarke about the item noted on ex-Burns property 

and report back at the next meeting. 
8. GCL would look at protocols of use of industrial grade gelatine in drilling fluids and whether 

any change should be implemented in the use of this material 
9. GCL to confirm the number of employees (from Stratford & Duralie Operations) who reside 

in Gloucester Shire. 


